
Name ________________________________________________    Date ______________________

student activity 1

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater   
Look at the photos below and follow the following prompts:

Step 1: What do you notice about the angles, levels, lines of the dancer’s movement? What do you notice about hands 
and posture? Are there any words or feelings that come to mind? Use the space under each photo to write three 
words for what you notice.

Step 2: Imagine that each pair of photos told a story. How could you make a connection between them? Use the 
words and feelings you wrote down to help you form a sentence or phrase that tells a story for the two pictures.

Example  
Step 1:

________________________      ______________________

________________________      ______________________

________________________      ______________________

Step 2:

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Power

Determined

Flight

It looks like the dancers on the right are giving power to the 

dancer on the left. They struggled so he can soar. 

Energizing

Striving

Giving 

Set Two  
Step 1:

________________________      ______________________

________________________      ______________________

________________________      ______________________

Step 2:

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Set One 
Step 1:

________________________      ______________________

________________________      ______________________

________________________      ______________________

Step 2:

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Set Three 
Step 1:

________________________      ______________________

________________________      ______________________

________________________      ______________________

Step 2:

_________________________________________________

________________________

________________________
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Think o

f o
ne o

f yo
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w

erful child
ho
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em
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 esp
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lly o
ne tha
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 yo
ur id

entity, fa
m

ily o
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U
se the cha

rt b
elo

w
 to

 w
rite o
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ra

w
 a

ny w
o

rd
s, m

o
vem
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a
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M
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ory

Exa
m

p
le: H

iking w
ith m

y 
d

a
d

 a
nd

 sa
ving a

n injured
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ird

W
ha

t a
re the them

es in your m
em

ory?
Exa

m
p

le: A
p

p
recia

ting na
ture,  

loving a
ll livings things, trust

H
ow

 d
oes your m

em
ory tie in w

ith your 
culture/fa

m
ily/id

entity?
Exa

m
p

le: Resp
ecting na

ture, kind
ness a

nd
  

listening to eld
ers is im

p
orta

nt in m
y religion

W
ha

t d
o you rem

em
b

er feeling
? 

Exa
m

p
le: G

entle, curious, w
orried

, a
m

a
zed

W
ha

t other senses d
id

 you exp
erience? 

Exa
m

p
le: Sm

ell of d
a

d
’s cologne, soft b

ird
 fea

thers, 
the sting of the sca

b
 on m
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W
ha

t a
re som

e key visua
ls in your m
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Exa
m

p
le: Trees, flow

ers, b
lue skies, tiny b

ugs

W
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ents ca
n b
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?
Exa

m
p

le: Trees sw
a

ying in the w
ind

, b
ird

 w
ings 

fla
p

p
ing, la

d
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ugs cra
w

ling


